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Dear Parents/Carers

It has been a wonderful start to the new school year
and | must commend students on how wonderful they
all look in their school uniforms.

Teachers have begun professional development in a
course of study that will occur on alternate Wednes-
days and continue for approximately six months. The
course engages us in understanding theory and peda-
gogy linked to supporting students with a language
background other than English in mainstream classes.

Families would have received earlier correspondence
outlining our proposal to raise money for the Victorian
Bush Fire Appeal. We are requesting that where possi-
ble, families donate a gold coin to the cause on Friday
February 13, 2009. Ms Beeley aims to forward our do-
nation to the Victorian Primary Principals Association
so that our donation can be directly accessed by chil-
dren in Victorian public schools.

Thanks to our wonderful P and C for organising the
‘Welcome Back’ barbeque on Tuesday evening.
Thanks also to the parents who assisted with the set
up, cooking and pack up and to the teachers and fami-
lies for attending.

Lisa Santos, our Schools as Communities worker has
been busy setting up the community room which takes
the place of last year’s temporary front office site. Lisa
will facilitate parent workshops and the Friday Morning
Hub from that location. She regularly contributes to the
newsletter so stay tuned for up and coming events.

Lost property is currently housed in that room and is no
longer stored in the entry to the hall.

Next week children in Kindergarten will undergo PIPS
testing which is a mandatory, computer based assess-
ment in early literacy and numeracy skills. Teachers will
conduct the assessment individually with children and
parents will receive feedback on their own child’s per-
formance via an individual report. These are forwarded
to the school at the completion of an external modera-
tion process.

The preschool program has commenced for 2009 and
Mrs Hyde, Mrs Crane, Mrs Kenworthy and Mrs Mur-
phy will be spending some of their teaching time with
our younger students. It appears that our teachers
are having just as much time over there as our
youngsters!

Last Friday | spent morning tea with new children (Yrs
1-6) who have commenced Florey Primary in 2009.
This provided a social opportunity to find out how they
were all travelling and who they were spending time
with out in the playground. | look forward to catching
up with these children again this Friday to hear about
all that has happened in their second week at Florey.

Nada Karvelas
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Information Evening

This year we will be conducting Parent Information Evenings in place of the Meet the Teacher Interviews. Come
along and meet the teachers, learn more about how the classes are organised, what the students will be learning
about, homework, which camps and excursions are planned and so much more. Details are as follows:

Monday 23" February

6.00 — 6.30pm Twelvetrees (Unit 3) Years 5 and 6
6.30 — 7.00pm Worrell and Neumann (Units 2 and 6) Years 3 and 4
7.00 — 7.30pm Tea / Coffee in the Library

Tuesday 24 " February

6.00 — 6.30pm Bibby (Unit 1) Kindergarten
6.30 — 7.00pm Kidd and Summerville (Units 4 and 5) Years 1 and 2
7.00 — 7.30pm Tea / Coffee in the Library

Australian Government Nation Building and Jobs Plan

| attended a Principal’s meeting yesterday where some details were provided about the planned funding for the
ACT, if the relevant bills are approved by the Senate. This is regarded as an historic investment in the education
of young Canberrans.

Each school community has been asked to identify priority projects for their school within the next week which
would provide new facilities and refurbishments. Due to the extremely short time frame | will be placing a Sugges-
tion Box in the school foyer or you are most welcome to contact the school via email(admin@floreyps.act.edu.au).
At the School Board meeting next Tuesday, board members will also develop a list of priorities for this funding.
Don’'t miss this opportunity to have your say.

Lindy

Pre School News
Preschool has been a busy place over the past two Book Club
weeks with the staff getting to meet each family and ) )
child for individual interviews last week and the children Scholastic Book Club magazines were sent
having their first sessions at Preschool this week. On home last week. Please place orders at the
our first days at Preschool we have focussed on settling Front Office by Monday 16 February.
in and getting to know the Preschool staff, the class- Credit Card payments are accepted (follow
rooms and environment, learning the daily routines and instruction on order form).
making new friends. Our Preschool Information Night @
was held last week and we now have an enthusiastic Fran Bink & Michelle Fisher Q7
group of parents ready to take on roles on the Parent Book Club Coordinators
Association to support the Preschool programme ﬁ
throughout the year. A big thank you to everyone who \,/
has volunteered to be on the Preschool Committee.

2009 Preschool sessions and times are: .
Uniforms
DOLPHINS & STARFISH GROUPS: ) ) _
Mondays & Tuesdays from 9.00am—3.00pm The Uniform Shop is located in the foyer of the hall
and is open every Friday morning from 8.45am to
SEAHORSES GROUP: 9.15am. Payment by cash or cheque only. Order
Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays from forms are available from the Front Office for those
9.00am-1.00pm not able to come on a Friday.
SEASHELLS GROUP: Second hand uniforms are also for sale by donation.
Thursday & Fridays from 9.00am—3.00pm Donations of second hand uniforms are always wel-
come.
We are looking forward to getting to know all of the chil- )
dren and families in coming weeks. Fran Bink
Uniforms Coordinator
Lindy Armstrong, Leanne Fisher, Erica Thompson
and Helen Weston
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Positive Parenting Program

WHO:

If you are experiencing problems with your child’s
behaviour & would like to enhance your relationship
with your child, then you may benefit from Triple P.

WHAT:
Suggestions and ideas to help parents:

Build positive relationships with their children

Praise and encourage behaviour they like

Teach children new skills

Set rules and give instructions their children will fol-
low

Respond to misbehaviour immediately, consistent-
lyan

decisively

Use discipline strategies that work

Learn to take care of themselves as parents

WHERE:
Gungahlin Child and Family Centre
Cnr Ernest Cavanagh St. and Gungahlin Place

WHEN:
Commencing 25 February Wednesday 12.30 pm —
2.30pm

Book in if you are interested on
62070

Music — Term One 2009

‘) Year Two Singing Group will start les-
sons this Friday at 8:30am in the music room.

Our Year 5 and Year 6 bands will be under way in
the coming weeks. Miss Gordon and | are looking
forward to an exciting year of hard practise and
excellent performances.

If you have any questions about our music pro-
gram here at Florey Primary, you are most wel-
come to come and see me.

Nicole Murphy
Music Specialist Teacher

Keyboard/Piano Lessons

Would you like your son or daughter to
learn a
musical instrument during school hours?

Please phone the tutor, Sue Henderson on
6241 6208 if you are interested.

FROM THE FRONT OFFICE

If you stated on your child’s enrol-
ment form that they have a medical
condition (such as epilepsy, diabetes,
asthma or food allergy) and have not
completed an emergency management plan we
will be sending one home today. Please com-
plete & return as soon as possible.

If your child requires a puffer, epipen or other
medications could you please deliver to the front
office so we are able to administer if required.
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ResponsibilitiesOperational management; Strate-
gic direction; Maintaining long-term funding;
Building and maintaining key relationships with
schools, parents, government departments, chari-
ties and local businesses; Promotion and events

organisation.
2) ) & ) & )

3&
4% "5" 6 . (

The YWCA offers salary packaging and above
award wages and conditions.
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Roles of P&C Office Bearers

Below are suggestions about the roles. However, the work of the office bearers is less onerous if all committee
members are willing to share the responsibility for operating a successful P&C. There is comprehensive handover
for new members after the 2009 AGM.

The PRESIDENT chairs all general and executive committee meetings of the Association.
The role of the President includes:

acting as a spokesperson for the association
reporting to P&C meetings about the activities of the P&C
liaising with school Principal.

The role of the VICE PRESIDENT includes:

chairing meetings where the President is absent

becoming acquainted with the duties of President

having a working understanding of meeting rules and procedure and
undertaking tasks to reduce the burden of the President.

The duties of the SECRETARY include:

drawing up, in consultation with President, meeting agendas

keeping full and correct Minutes of the P&C'’s proceedings

acting upon decisions as directed by the meeting

attending to the correspondence of the association

looking after the association documents and

maintaining a register of financial and ex-officio members if applicable.

The duties of the TREASURER include:

responsibility for all funds received and expended by the association and
keeping full and correct financial records

presenting a monthly financial report

prepare accounts for annual audit process at the end of each year

The role of the P&C COUNCIL DELEGATE s to:

attend the monthly meeting of P&C Council
represent the views of the P&C at Council meetings and report back to the Association.

The PUBLIC OFFICER in an incorporated association:
is the point of contact5 between the association and the ACT Registrar General’s office and must be a resi-
dent of the ACT and over 18 years of age.
must lodge and file all necessary documentation.

Fundraising Coordinator:  to organise fun ways of raising capital for the school

School Banking: oversee Student Banking program

Uniform Coordinator: organises ordering and sale of school uniforms
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Florey Primary School
Parents and Citizens Association
2009 AGM

All parents and members of the school community are invited to attend the P&C Meeting Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) to be held in the school library on Tuesday 3™ March at 7pm. The AGM will be followed directly by a
General Meeting of the new committee.

Everyone is welcome to come along and hear about the successes of 2008 and our plans for 2009. We would
love to see some new faces at our meetings so don't be shy! All Executive positions will be declared vacant on
the night. In addition to Executive positions, there are opportunities for interested members of the school com-
munity to take on other roles.

EXECUTIVE
President
Vice-President

Secretary / Public Officer
Treasurer

OTHER ROLES
Uniforms Co-ordinator
Fundraising
School Banking

Sponsorship and Grants
P&C Council delegate

If you wish to consider taking on a role within the P&C come forward and offer your help. More details and nomi-
nation forms will be sent out with next week’s newsletter.

2009 will be a busy year. We would appreciate any help that you are able to offer.

Dr Mohamed Haji Mohamud Noor
President
P&C 2008

P&C Fundraising Committee

The P&C Welcome BBQ on Tuesday night was a great success with staff, parents and children all running
around, chatting and having a good time. A big thanks goes to all of the people involved in making the evening a
success from the planning stages to pack up. Special thanks to Florey Fine Meats for a great deal on the best
tasting snags in town, and also to Florey IGA for supporting the event.

There are still plenty of spots for people on the P&C from fundraising to just about anything, so if you think you
would love to be involved in planning school events like the BBQ or the many more wonderful things that we
have planned for 2009 then please come along to the P&C meeting on 3 March and join in the fun. Everyone is
welcome.

Tracy Dodt
Fundraising Committee



Notice from Acting Chief Health
Officer....

Re: Potential for pertussis (whooping
cough) in staff and students returning
to school.

‘Staff and parents are requested to be alert for
signs of whooping cough (pertussis). An out-
break of pertussis has occurred in NSW, in-
cluding the south coast, and ACT residents
may have been exposed to infection. Pertus-
sis is highly contagious in school and it is im-
portant that people do not attend school while
infectious.

Pertussis is a respiratory illness which causes
persistent bouts of coughing. Although it is
usually not medically serious in school age
children or adults, symptoms can last for sev-
eral weeks. Infants less than 12 months of
age are particularly susceptible to pertussis
and can become very unwell if exposed to this
infection. People with pertussis are infectious
to others for three weeks after they develop a
cough, or until they receive one week of appro-
priate antibiotics.

The most effective means of preventing per-
tussis infection is vaccination. School children
who are not fully immunised (i.e. have not had
four doses of Diphtheria Tetanus Pertussis
vaccine) whould complete the course. Immu-
nity to pertussis wanes 7 to 10 years after vac-
cination or disease. A single booster dose is
available for adults and is recommended for
adult household members, grandparents and
adults working with young children.

Staff or students who develop symptoms of
pertussis should be promptly seen by their
general practitioner for assessment. If a per-
son is confirmed as having pertussis then they
must not attend school until they are non-
infectious (i.e. three weeks after the cough
starts or after one week of antibiotic treat-
ment).’

If you require any further information regarding
this letter (which is also available on
www.health.act.gov.au/healthalerts), please
contact Communicable Disease Control on
62052155.

Kindergarten 2009



P&C News












